
FAIR	CONGRESSIONAL	DISTRICTS	FOR	OHIO

Guidelines	for	Circulating	Petitions



Circulators:
• Must	be	U.	S.	citizens,	and	at	least	18	years	old.
• Must	not	be	on	probation	for	a	felony.
• Do	not	need	to	be	an	Ohio	citizen.
• Do	not	need	to	be	a	registered	voter.
• May	not	sign	your	own	petition.
• May	circulate	petitions	in	any	number	of	counties,	

as	long	as	each	county	has	a	separate	petition	
book.
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Asking	people	to	sign
• Will	you	please	sign	our	petition	to	stop	gerrymandering	and	put	Fair	Districts	for	

Congress	on	the	ballot?
• Are	you	a	registered	voter?
• If	yes,	ask	the	person’s	county.
• If	no,	it	is	now	very	easy	to	register	or	update	your	registration	online.

Go	to	http://bit.do/Ohiovoterreg and	fill	out	the	form.	
• Have	you	signed	this	petition	yet?
• If	yes,	thank	you.	[Note:		Signing	as	part	of	the	initial	1,000	signatures	to	file	

our	proposal	with	the	state	doesn’t	count.	The	count	starts	over	once	we	are	
approved	to	circulate	statewide,	and	those	voters	can	sign	the	new	petitions.]	

• If	no,	please	sign.
• If	unsure,	it’s	okay	to	sign.	Your	signature	will	only	count	once.
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Each	petition	is	
assigned	a	serial	
number	that	is	
used	to	track	its	
location	and	
status.

Each	petition	must	be	
restricted	to	voters	
from	only	one	county.	
Don’t	hesitate	to	start	a	
new	petition	if	
someone	from	a	
different	county	wants	
to	sign.
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•Fill	in	each	field	carefully	–
signature,	first	and	last	name,	
address,	county,	date

•Ditto	marks	are	acceptable	for	
all	information	EXCEPT	THE	
SIGNATURE.

Signature	pages
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•Print	name	clearly.
•Nicknames	that	are	
close	to	legal	names	are	
allowed	(e.g.	Andy	
instead	of	Andrew).
•Circulators	can	help	fill	
in	any	information	except	
the	signature	while	the	
voter	is	present.
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•Voters	must	fill	in	the	
address	where	they	are	
registered	to	vote.

•Must	be	a	street	address,	
not	a	P.O.	Box.



Signers	must	
complete	all	fields	
except	Ward	and	
Precinct.	
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Common	Mistakes	to	Avoid
•Never give	anything	of	value	in	exchange	for	a	signature.	This	is	illegal.

•Circulator	must	witness	every	signature.	Do	not	leave	petition	out	for	
people	to	sign	or	give	to	someone	else	to	circulate	without	you	being	there	
to	witness	the	signature.	

•Voters	must	print	and	sign	in	blue	or	black	ink.	(No	pencil	or	colorful	ink.)

•Two	signatures	in	the	same	handwriting	(signature	only,	not	other	
information)	will	result	in	the	entire	petition	being	thrown	out.
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Common	Mistakes	to	Avoid,	continued
•Felons	on	probation	may	not	sign	petitions.

•People	may	not	sign	for	anyone	but	themselves,	not	even	immediate	
family	members.

•If	someone	makes	a	mistake,	they	can	cross	it	out	and	correct.	For	
example,	people	often	write	their	full	name	in	the	“First	name”	field	or	
misread	“County”	as	“Country.”	Just	cross	out	the	mistake	and	write	the	
correct	information.

•You	cannot	sign	your	own	petition.
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Back	cover•When	preparing	to	turn	in	
petitions,	read	and	complete	the	
Statement	of	Circulator.
•Volunteer	circulators	do	not	need	
to	fill	out	employer	information.
•For	the	number	of	signatures,	go	
by	the	number	of	lines	used	in	the	
petition,	including	any	that	were	
crossed	out.	For	example,	if	you	have	
10	signature	lines	used,	but	5	are	
scratched	out	due	to	errors,	you	should	
still	report	10,	NOT	5.



Tips	for	circulating:
•Don’t	be	afraid	to	look	over	the	voter’s	shoulder	as	they	fill	out	the	
petition.	Better	to	catch	a	mistake	than	have	an	invalid	signature.

•If	collecting	signatures	on	a	college	campus,	event	with	attendance	
from	a	wide	area,	or	other	location	where	you	might	encounter	people	
from	multiple	counties,	be	sure	to	carry	extra	booklets	so	you	have	
enough	for	any	potential	county.

•If	someone’s	handwriting	is	hard	to	read,	you	can	rewrite	the	
information	while	they	are	present

•You	can	help	a	voter	fill	in	their	information,	but	the	signature	must	be	
their	own.
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When	should	I	turn	in	my	petition?
•Don’t	wait	until	your	petition	booklet	is	completely	full	to	return	it!

•Instead,	turn	in	your	book	every	week,	regardless	of	how	many	
signatures	are	in	it.	You	will	be	able	to	pick	up	fresh	books	and	continue	
collecting.

•This	is	very	important	to	the	campaign	being	able	to	keep	track	of	
progress,	how	many	signatures	we	have	and	where	they	are	from.
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Where	can	I	collect	signatures?
•You	cannot	be	restricted	from	collecting	signatures	on	public	property.

•Always	ask	permission	before	collecting	signatures	on	private	
property.

•Events	are	a	great	place	to	collect	signatures,	but	always	ask	the	event	
organizer	in	advance.
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Things	to	remember:
•One	county	per	petition	book
•Witness	every	signature
•Correct	errors	only	in	the	voter’s	presence
•Count	the	number	of	lines	used	and	report	
that	for	number	of	signatures
•Don’t	forget	to	sign	the	circulator	
statement!
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